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COSHH - Control of Substances Hazardous to Health:
Due to the nature of the work that we carry out we will at some time be exposed to substances that have the potential to cause harm. We need to ensure that each and every time we come into contact with these substances we deal with them in a safe and efficient manner. The safe ways in which we deal with these is implied within the legislations that surrounds the Health and Safety at Work. In our work place, there must be risk assessments in place for every product that produces chemicals or is able to cause any harm towards a living being. These risk assessments must be recorded and reviewed regularly. However, an informed risk assessment must be carried out by every person prior to them starting any procedure that will entail them or others coming in contact with these chemicals or any substances that is hazardous to health involved. 
The Health and Safety Lead Person is responsible to ensure COSHH Assessment Forms are completed and share with the appropriate team members. 
Safety data sheets are providing to us by the manufacturers and provides us with all the information about the chemicals found in the products. These can also be found on the internet / website or by emailing the manufacturers directly. All team members should ensure that they report to someone from Management team in regard to dangerous situations. “If you notice anything that could have the potential to cause harm then you have a duty to report it”. No one is to misuse or interfere with anything provided for health and safety purposes. 
The Health and Safety of people within the work place IS EVERYONES RESPONSIBILITY AND CAN NOT BE IGNORED. 
Step by step on COSHH: 
1) Please can you ensure that all products used within the nursery are placed safely away after use, either in the staff toilet room, staff kitchen area or up high on the shelves in the room ie. antibacterial spray. Items only found in the main kitchen should be of a low risk (ensuring the baby gate is always closed)
2) That all products are placed away safely with the lids screwed on properly and tight. All safety locks are secure e.g. antibacterial spray.
3) All products or items that can be harmful to a human being, will have a COSHH Assessment Form completed alongside the manufacturers Safety Data Sheet. 
4) If you are aware that a new product has been ordered or an item has not got any information provided on it, please inform the Health and Safety Lead Person of the full title of the product, brand and bar code. 
5) All team members need to ensure that they have read through the COSHH information provided, signing and dating the main office copy afterwards. 
6) All team members need to ensure that they are aware of the safety instructions before starting to use a product. 
7) All team members need to ensure that they are keeping themselves and others out of danger. 
8) All team will need to wear Personal Protective Clothing (PPE) at all times when in contact with any potential Health and Safety hazards. Please ensure you are informing the Management team when the stocks are low of any of the PPE. 
9) If an accident does occur in regard to a product, if possible try to gather the nearest COSHH folder and the products packaging and take with you, this will provide you with further information. 
What is a substance hazardous to health? 
COSHH covers substances that are hazardous to health. Substances can take many forms and includes:
· Chemicals
· Products containing chemicals
· Fumes
· Dust
· Vapours
· Mists
· Nanotechnology
· Gases and asphyxiating gases
· Biological agents (germs). If the packaging has any hazard symbol, then it is classed as a hazardous substance. 
Examples of products that COSHH Assessment Forms and Safety Data Sheets will be completed om: 
· Antibacterial spray
· Shop bought playdough
· Floor cleaner
· Children’s paint
· Chalk
· Biro pens
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